ESTHER TOTH:

THE DISAPPEARANCE OF URS

Esther Toth is a Hungarian artist from Budapest, living and working in Paris for the past eight years. She graduated from the Beaux Arts in 2001 with Ali Mahdavi, and with his encouragements took up acting with the Actor's Studio. She is now an actress, preparing two feature films.

She right out declares that her acting is just like puppeteering, to give life to a puppet, to lose an identity and take on another. And furthermore, the idea behind the shoot for Ali's "As you desire me" came from their same relationship of Pygmalion and subject, her desire for transformation in his hands and eyes, to grow from his fantasies. Ali had decided for that shoot once he saw the 35cm puppets Esther had had made of them. She'd given pictures of themselves to a puppet maker from Prague, Mr Petr Rezac, for an exhibition she prepared in Christian Boltanski's studio at the Beaux Arts. It was called "The disappearance of Urs", named after an ex dancer Urs Kauffman from Pina Bausch's troupe, with whom she'd fallen in love in Budapest, and after which she'd wanted to vanish in the train back to Paris. There are seven dark cubic rooms, all in black wood and velvet, lit only by tiny bulbs hanging down the ceiling. Their stealth theatrality takes the spectator through seven levels of identity loss, guided by a faint woman's voice recording.

Esther's relationship with puppets harks back to dark pasts, dreams, fantasies, but they are liberating, not damning. It is as well a childish spontaneity she explores in acting, the introspective work as taught by Stanislavsky. She has earlier this year directed another hypnotic short movie starring puppets of herself and David Lynch, her other pygmalion figure: "Everytime I think of you, I die a little", a love affair ending in murder.

titles:

Room one, "the Initiation": small theatre; a stage, a little door.

Room two, "Childhood": six pictures of children, from the back.

Room three, "The disappearance": mailboxes, each containing a postcard written to Urs, sent from Budapest, Paris, New York, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. The last box is empty.

Room four, "The seduction of D. L.": stills from a short film made with Ali, presented in black boxes; they were made for and sent to Mr David Lynch.

Room five, "Vertigone": stills from another short film with Ali, an investigation shot in the same locations as in "Vertigo", in the San Francisco bay.

Room six, "AGIBKNMDIRJCGGKN": clips from movies starring Ava Gardner, Ingrid Bergman, Kim Novak, Marlene Dietrich, Isabella Rosselini, Joan Crawford, Greta Garbo, Kim Novak again, projected onto postcard size screens.

Room seven, "As you desire me": Esther and Ali's puppets, voice over reading Greta Garbo's lines in the 1932 movie which was adapted from Pirandello's play, and later adapted by Boileau and Narcegac for "Vertigo".

