Karine Tuil

Burlesque queen warrior.

Karine works every day all year round, interrupted only for two months by the compulsory media circus of book promotion tours. She says television has such an impact now that you must gear your year’s work towards 5mn on a talk show and a pretty book cover. Books have become cultural products, detached of any talent, riding instead on celebrity and tabloid confessions. Just like music now, literature is consumed like junk food, disposable testimonials of illusion and fake decadence. 

Karine stopped her law thesis half way to write « Interdit » (Forbidden, Plon, 2001), which was short listed for the prestigious literary Goncourt prize. She feels her duty is to write literature not as entertainment but provocation, stimulation, to undo the prevalent, stifling status quo. Her inspiration comes from daily observation, like a clown learning from humanity’s quirks, trips and falls. Relishing life as a bittersweet tragicomedy, she reveres Kafka, Roth, Camus, Pessoa, Beckett, Easton Ellis, Emmanuel Berl, Groucho Marx, Basevich Singer… « Interdit » walked a fine burlesque tip. Her latest book, « Tout sur mon Frère » (All about my brother, Grasset, 2004), was greatly influenced by Almodovar and visual artist Sophie Calle: it is the clash of two brothers’ opposite lives, destroying each other because one has published a novel about the other. Her new obsession is comic artists, who she deems the new stars: they generate the largest business, media coverage, and entertainment value. Today comics can manage to be both in the movies, on stage, on television… She loves Seinfeld, Woody Allen, the Marx brothers, Buster Keaton, in France Daniel Mallé, Thomas Cissé, Danny Boon, Pierre Desproges…  

Identity, family, miscommunication, inner conflicts, delusion and an out-of-control reality, such are our human lot, which she embraces cruelly and tenderly. Keeping away from the common trap of auto fiction, she simply enjoys role-play, slipping into another narrator. Rather than exploiting a facile reality, she prefers to reinvent a whole new universe, which can last at least as long as her books will populate our shelves and bed side tables.
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