Rachel Laurent: hunter & collector

Text by Damien.

Interior decorator by profession, Rachel has been catching countless amounts of junk in her fishnets, scalps and heads and severed limbs, discarded toys and inflatable dolls and rubber dildos, from New York to Paris to the French Riviera, scanning our modern entertainment aids from sleaze to kitsch, gore to porn, consumer advertising to fine arts. With no prescribed plan in mind, she takes in these dolls of our century like a Mother Superior, and lets them play alone for years sometimes on her shelves and window sills, until one day they manifest themselves, they are ready. Then she can direct them in their best performance of their inanimate lives. Dolls and puppets retain their unfading promise of happiness, tenderness and unfazed joy; Rachel with a touch of her magic wand breathes life in them, even in dismemberment, slaughter or quartering. A glint of insolence, the reflection of her own playfulness, peers back at us from their innocent babydoll eyes. 

Her staging couples sacrifice and sacralization, ceremonial executions for the rebirth from the flames of civilizational damnation, "profanation" in her own terms: blasphemic yet humorous, putting our face back in our own taboos. The primeval instincts her works relive in us are therapeutic: it feels good to lash out at our societies' conventions, classicisms, patronizing, hypocrisies. With no previous photographic training, Rachel insists on using her good old Pentax camera, precisely because the pleasure of the ritual, the "mise en scene", the minute capturing and revealing of the hidden irony of familiar objects in unusual contexts, requires the final truth of traditional argentum development: digital print is touched up, and endlessly perfectible, whereas the little flaws in her perfectionist work will always remain human.

www.loevenbruck.com/laurent_en.shtml 

Works: 

La Chinoise
Colour phototography, 147 x 120 cm.
Lola Rastaquouère
Colour phototography, 147 x 120 cm.
La belle Manon
Colour phototography, 147 x 120 cm.
Darling
Colour phototography, 147 x 120 cm.
Banana Republic
Colour phototography, 147 x 120 cm.
