J MASKREY
Dreams are made of this.

Interview and this page photography by Damien Brachet.
Opposite page runway photography by Tim Griffiths

J Maskrey began her career as a make-up artist; she developed original ideas for long-lasting skin jewellery that led to flamboyant works of body art. She then added a fashion collection which has now expanded into bags, belts and other accessories. J.'s designs are very glamorous and striking. Her skin jewellery ranges from small and low-key to extravagant repeat patterns that can cover a whole torso. In her new collection, vintage materials and cartoons meet head on. 

J has also collaborated with many designers and couture house, including: Ungaro Couture, Estee Lauder, Givenchy Parfum, Kenzo, Sonia Rykel...

Are your pieces all handmade or are some manufactured?
All skin-jewellery pieces are handmade and all clothing , bags, shoes are manufactured. 

As Western designers are moving their production to the East, what is your strategy towards couture pieces vs scale manufacturing?
I still like to produce all the more couture pieces in the studio, on the otherhand, I like to support the workforce, it is good to see people work and to create 
employment. 
  
Is there a particular theme to your Spring Summer collection?
It's futurelistic chic and old school Hollywood glamour. 
  
Where do you find most of your inspiration?
Daydreaming. 

Do your Asian and Western cultural backgrounds affect your creation?
Not really. 
  
Are you more excited by creative perspectives in the East or the West?
Right now, the West. 
  
You've gone from make up to styling to accessories to fashion. Where are you going next?
Ideally, be a very successful business woman in the world of fashion. 
  
If you were not making all this, what would you have liked to to, or what do you think you would have been good at?
Photography 
  
Is there any link between your dreams and what you make?
Yes, what I make is some form of dreams . 

First stand-alone shop opening December 4 off Portobello Road, in London’s Notting Hill: 2 Bonchurch Street, W10 
Opening hours Thursday - Sunday 10.30am. till 6.30pm.
Bespoke service for body jewellery by appointment only.   
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Top right:
gold heart wrist bag

Middle right:
silver / blue / green sequin cape

Bottom right:
pair of pink leather leg pieces

Bottom left:
crystal flowers jewellery

